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LIVING OUR FAITH   

 In his masterpiece, The Fellowship of the Ring, J.R.R. Tolkein writes, 

“Faithless is he that says farewell when the road darkens.” While it is easy to 

discuss faith in the abstract, having faith becomes much more challenging when 

one is in the midst of a difficult situation. Perhaps this is why Jesus does not end 

his discussion of faith with the story of the mustard seed and the mulberry tree. 

The story of the servant reminds us that no matter how much good we may do, we 

are all unprofitable or seemingly useless servants if we do not rely on God. Faith is 

not an abstract concept but a lived reality. 

 The dialogue between God and the prophet Habakkuk in the first reading 

reinforces this idea that faith is necessary, but not necessarily easy.  The prophet 

exclaims, “I cry for help but you do not listen.” We continue to cry out today. We 

cry out in response to racial injustice and senseless killings. We cry out for all who 

are sick and suffering in body, mind or spirit. We cry out against the destruction of 

our common home. We cry out to God. 

 We might think about these realities and be tempted to believe that God does 

not care about us or that God does not or cannot intervene. Instead, we are called to 

recognize that God’s creative works continue now and through the end of time. 

God continues to create and re-create our world and our lives, bringing us ever 

closer to the day when God’s glory will be fully realized at the end of time. Faith 

keeps us looking forward to this day and gives us strength and courage to be co-

creators with God, for God’s kingdom is both “here” and “not yet.” 

 

Questions for the week: Have you ever prayed for an increase of faith? Is it part 

of your regular prayer practice? Is an increase of faith the result of your decision, 

or the grace of God? Which do you think you rely on more? Which do you think is 

more important to you at this moment in your life?  
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What are stigmata? 

St. Francis of Assisi and St. Catherine of Siena are among those who received 

this marker of faith. 

KEVIN P. CONSIDINE 

Some Catholic traditions are strange. After all, our “big tent” of traditions includes 

relics—oftentimes the body parts of saints—apparitions, weeping statues, and 

exorcisms. 

Among these strange traditions is one worth examining more closely: stigmata. 

Stigmata are mystical phenomena where holy men or women (mainly women, 

including Catherine of Siena) receive some or all of the bodily wounds of Christ’s 

crucifixion. This tradition is a sign of closeness with God through sharing in 

Christ’s suffering. 

St. Francis of Assisi, the first confirmed stigmatic, found value in the solidarity it 

gave him with those suffering around him. The root of stigmata is the word stigma, 

which means a “mark of disgrace” as judged by those who have power and 

dominance in a society. Francis was well known for his embrace of poverty, 

peacemaking, and the most “stigmatized” people of his time: lepers. 

In 1224, while meditating deeply on Jesus’ passion, Francis saw a vision of a 

seraph fixed to a cross. He emerged from the vision and—to the astonishment of 

his confreres—exhibited the wounds of Christ on his own body. He then wrote 

“Prayer in praise of God, Given to Brother Leo,” which speaks of the many 

beautiful names for God. 

In light of this story, stigmata remain relevant today in suggesting how Catholics 

can imitate Christ: solidarity with all who are denigrated by the powerful and 

dominant, be it through race, gender, sexual orientation, poverty, disability, age, 

immigration status, culture, or religion. The tradition and symbolism of stigmata 

may be strange, but they connect us not only with the sufferings of Christ but also 

with the sufferings of our sisters and brothers around the world. In this way, 

stigmata become an “ordinary” mystical symbol of solidarity with the sinned-

against rather than an “extraordinary” mystical experience of God open only to the 

spiritually elite. 

https://uscatholic.org/authors/kevin-p-considine/
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This solidarity resonates with the ministry of Pope Francis and his vision of the 

church as a field hospital. Perhaps this is the greatest gift the mysterious tradition 

of stigmata can offer: To meet God we must meet others in their woundedness. We 

are called to carry burdens that are not ours in service to the stigmatized and 

sinned-against in the world. 

If one seeks to follow Christ, one must listen to, understand, embrace, and, if 

possible, bind the wounds of those stigmatized as the wounds of his or her own 

body and family. As St. Paul wrote, “If one member suffers, all suffer together 

with it” (1 Cor. 12:26).  

 

 

Hymns for this Weekend – 10AM Mass 

#341 Faith of Our Fathers 

#274 One Bread, One Body 

#253 We Remember 

#294 Jesus Christ, By Faith Revealed 

 

 
 

Readings for this Weekend – October 2nd 

Habakkuk 1: 2-3; 2:2-4 

2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14 

Luke 17:5-10 

Readings for next Weekend – October 9th 

2 Kings 5: 14-17 

2 Timothy 2:8-13 

Luke 17: 11-19 

 

Donations for last Weekend – September 25th 

$1866.00 

Thank you! 
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LET US PRAY… 

We continue to pray for peace in the troubled areas of our world, and in 

particular, we pray for the people of the Ukraine and all those affected by the  

We join our Holy Father in his prayer intentions for October 2022 –  

For a Church open to everyone 

We pray for the Church; ever faithful to, and courageous in preaching the Gospel, 

may the Church be a community of solidarity, fraternity and welcome, always 

living in an atmosphere of synodality. 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND THOSE IN NEED 

If you would like to add a name to our prayer list, contact the Parish office. 

We kindly ask that you do not request a name to be included without the express 

consent of the person for whom you are requesting prayer. While the request may 

be very well-intentioned, we want to respect people’s right to privacy. 

We ask for prayer for Charles Thomas and his ministry, Betty and Robert 

Friedland, Kathryn Jones and her family, Brian and Maria Cosgrove,  

Richard Rakin, Andrew Mikulski, Rod Baumert, Todd Conklin, Jean Van Lowe 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEARLY DEPARTED 

We lovingly remember in prayer all our deceased family members, friends, and 

parishioners and in particular: Bobby Smith, Anthony Lanza, Juliana Frangipane, 

Robert Dubas, Nestor Mir, Jarred Doughty, Donald Hendrickson, Adalberto 

Santiago, Carl Belfiore, Darlene Henry, Elenore Whitney Pirrota, Steve Nicoli, 

Nubia Quintero-Edwards, Stanley Jacobs, William Cardone, Vincenza Siciliano, 

Louisa Butler, Judith King, Bernard Jones, Viola DiMarzio, Robert DeStefano, Jr., 

Raymond Collins, Lorraine Rakin, Wilson DeMyer, Peter Cosintino, Nadine 

Gallagher, Tim Rogers, Joan Davis, Debbie Huggler, Amara Campbell, Barbara 

Taylor, Thomas Hasbrouck, Francisco Dueno, Daniel Downes, Alberto 

Quirindongo, Patricia Mullen Smith, Edwin Fancher, Jr., Russell Jackson, Mary 

Stubits, Peter Gozza, Michael Stubits, Margaret Rapenske, Claire Delaney, Emilia 

Symanski, Christa Somers, Gerardo Contreras, Jesse Kinney, Lorena Alvarado, 

James Forshay, John Hannon, Alice La Chance, Adele Henderson, Alexa Gabby 

Rodriguez, Ida Alvarez, Michael McKeon  
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In solidarity, we pray for all those affected by Hurricane Ian. 

A Prayer in the Storm 
 

God of the Universe, at the dawn of creation, your Spirit breathed on the waters, 

making them the wellspring of all holiness. You created the oceans and rivers, 

and all that dwell within them, and at your word the wind and the waves were 

born. 

The seasons follow your plan, and the tides rise and fall on your command. In 

both calm and storm, you are with us. 

On the Sea of Galilee, even when the disciples began to fear, Jesus showed that 

he was Lord over the waters by rebuking the storms, so that all would know that 

even the wind and the waves obey him. 

Creator God, we ask you to calm the wind and the waves of the approaching 

hurricane, and spare those in its path from harm. Help those who are in its way to 

reach safety. Open our hearts in generosity to all who need help in the coming 

days. 

In all things and in all times, help us to remember that even when life seems dark 

and stormy, you are in the boat with us, guiding us to safety. 
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BLESSED FEASTS! 

St. Therese of the Child Jesus (The Little Flower), October 1st 

Patroness of Missionaries; France; Russia; HIV/AIDS survivors; florists and 

gardeners; orphaned children; homeless peoples; tuberculosis 

 

 

St. Francis of Assisi, October 4th 

Patron of Animals and the Environment  

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HIV/AIDS
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Saturday evenings at 7 PM: 

Mass in Spanish 

 

Sunday mornings at 10 AM: 

Mass in English ** 

 

Sunday evenings at 5:30 PM: 

Mass in English 

 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 8:30 AM (Mass in English) 

 

       **We will continue to livestream our Sunday morning Mass on Facebook. 
 


